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Dust mitigation initiative completed
The largest Hazelwood ash pond is now bright green after being sprayed with a non-toxic dust suppressant.
The aerial spraying of Hazelwood Ash Pond 4 (HAP4) was a first for the business and will assist in mitigating
dust during periods of high wind.
ENGIE Hazelwood Environment Regulation Manager, Ross Brooker, said HAP4 had continued to dry out since
closure and there was a potential for strong winds to generate surface dust, particularly during the high wind
months of October and November.
Mr Brooker said the non-toxic dust suppressant called Gluon was a versatile water-borne polymer emulsion that
could be sprayed onto soil surfaces to form a “veneer” or “crust”. It is resistant to wind and allows water to pass
through.
“The product dries clear so a green dye was added to ensure the entire pond surface was treated,” he said. “It
will also be obvious if there is damage to the crust.”
Mr Brooker said when Hazelwood was operating, the ash ponds were covered with water from the station
process to mitigate any dust. This water source is no longer available.
“The ponds are now drying out but using a water cart on HAP4 was not appropriate as the pond surface is now
very soft in many sections. Therefore, aerial application was the chosen method of application,” he said.
Specialist company, Rainstorm, undertook the project. A crop dusting aircraft is normally used but because of
transmission lines, a Lone Ranger helicopter with a 400 litre sludge bucket attached sprayed the product.
Some 31,000 litres of Gluon, mixed with 217,000 litres of water, was applied over the 31 hectare area taking a
total flight time period of 40.5 hours. The product, widely used by large mining companies, is non-toxic and will
not cause any harm to personnel or the environment.
“This treatment will last at least 12 months, taking us through to the period of rehabilitation of the ponds,” Mr
Brooker said.
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ENGIE develops its businesses (power, natural gas, energy services) around a model based on responsible growth to take on the major
challenges of energy’s transition to a low-carbon economy: access to sustainable energy, climate-change mitigation and adaptation and the
rational use of resources. The Group provides individuals, cities and businesses with highly efficient and innovative solutions largely based on its
expertise in four key sectors: renewable energy, energy efficiency, liquefied natural gas and digital technology. In Australia, the company
operates about 2,000 MW (gross) of renewable, gas-fired and brown coal-fired plants in Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. Our
retail business, Simply Energy, has more than 620,000 customer accounts in Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales, the Australian Capital
Territory and Queensland.
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