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Underground investigation well under way
A detailed underground site investigation is under way at Hazelwood Power Station.
This investigation will help gain a better understanding of the soil and groundwater conditions
under the Power Station block, in order to assess potential risks to the environment.
Specialist contractor ERM is installing 76 investigation locations – 60 of these are soil bores
and a further 16 will initially be soil bores then converted to monitor groundwater. There will
also be two sediments samples and one surface water sample taken as part of the
investigation.
Hazelwood Environmental Manager Regulatory, Ross Brooker, said the Power Station
concrete foundations were poured over 50 years ago and with 50 years of operational
activities on site it was important to understand what, if any impacts, may have occurred subsurface under these foundations.
“Samples will be sent for detailed analysis by environmental scientists,” Ross said. “We are
looking for anything that might have leaked from any plant and equipment.
“This will help inform decisions to be made for the demolition phase of the Hazelwood
Rehabilitation Project and also identify any site remediation activities required post-demolition.
This is the first phase of the detailed site investigation program for the Hazelwood
Rehabilitation project, with further studies required post-demolition on the Power Block and
also on the remaining lands surrounding the Mine operational areas.”
The project is being overseen by EPA appointed auditor, Darryl Strudwick from AECOM.
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ENGIE develops its businesses (power, natural gas, energy services) around a model based on responsible growth to take on the major
challenges of energy’s transition to a low-carbon economy: access to sustainable energy, climate-change mitigation and adaptation and the
rational use of resources. The Group provides individuals, cities and businesses with highly efficient and innovative solutions largely based on its
expertise in four key sectors: renewable energy, energy efficiency, liquefied natural gas and digital technology. In Australia, the company
operates about 2,000 MW (gross) of renewable, gas-fired and brown coal-fired plants in Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. Our
retail business, Simply Energy, has more than 620,000 customer accounts in Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales, the Australian Capital
Territory and Queensland.
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